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                       The Church Jesus Wants  

                               The seven churches of Revelation –  
                                           Part 4 – Thyatira  
                  – Sacrifice of many perfumes or continual sacrifice 
 
Introduction & recap: 
The seven churches in Revelation chapters 2 and 3 are Jesus’ own words 

to the church and are the main 
prophetic message to the church 
throughout the ages. Studying them 
gives us a clear vision of what Jesus 
wants His church to be. Here is a 
résumé of the first three churches: 
 
The name of the first church, Ephesus, 
meant “desirable” and “first”, 
representing the early church. Jesus 
told the church that she had good 
works but had lost her first love, 
without which she ceased to become 
pleasing to Him. Today we also need 
to be careful to maintain that first love 
and not just fall into a routine of good 
works without real love (see also 1 
Corinthians 13). We are instructed to 

“repent and do the things you did at first.” This was to meet together daily, 
praising God and loving one another. 
 
The second church, which is Smyrna, meant “suffering” and represented 
the church that suffered continually, including ten brutal persecutions under 
the Roman Emperors during the first three centuries. They were 
encouraged to “be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you 
your victor’s crown”. There is an even greater quantity of believers around 
the world today who are suffering greatly for their faith, being imprisoned, 
tortured and killed. Let’s pray for them and when opportunity arises get 
involved in helping them. Let’s also embrace the trial of our faith with joy 
(James 1:2-4) 
 
The third church, Pergamos, represented a pivotal event in 313 AD. 
Pergamos means “marriage and it was the “marriage” between the church 
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and state, when the Emperor of the Roman Empire entered the church in a 
place of honour, and was to spell the beginning of the State Church which 
has continued until this day.  
 
We’re now going to look at the fourth church, Thyatira, which is the fruit of 
that marriage between the world and the church: 
 
“To the angel of the church in Thyatira write: 
The word Thyatira meant “offering many sacrifices” and also had to do with 
perfume and incense. The simplicity of the early church in love with Jesus 
Christ was gradually being replaced by form and ceremony, pomp and 
regalia. When there is no reality in the church, or when our first love grows 
cold, we start to love the ceremony rather than the bridegroom. We think 
that we are OK because we go to church on Sunday, or pray or do good 
deeds, but we have lost our first love and we are also appeasing the world 
and our flesh, being church in the way that the world wants it to be and not 
how Jesus commands. 

These are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fire 
and whose feet are like burnished bronze.  
These are images of judgement; there is no sense of the Lord liking the 
practises of this type of church. Holiness has to be the first prerequisite to 
pleasing and serving God. 
 
I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and perseverance, and 
that you are now doing more than you did at first. 
This description makes us think that everything is good in this church – 
love, faith, service, perseverance, and an increase of works. Yet all this is 
worthless if not accompanied by holiness and the real “agape” love of God 
from within, just as it was stated in 1 Corinthians 13 where it said: “though I 
have the gift of faith, though I give my body to be burned but have not 
agape love, I am nothing.”  

Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, 
who calls herself a prophet. By her teaching she misleads my servants into 
sexual immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols. I have given her 
time to repent of her immorality, but she is unwilling. So I will cast her on a 
bed of suffering, and I will make those who commit adultery with her suffer 
intensely, unless they repent of her ways. I will strike her children dead. 
Then all the churches will know that I am he who searches hearts and 
minds, and I will repay each of you according to your deeds. 
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Sexual immorality and idolatry are taught today in different forms, and as in 
Thyatira, they can also be found being taught in the church. Jezebel was 
one of the most evil women in the Bible, encouraging her husband Ahab to 
kill all the prophets of the Lord and install the four hundred and fifty 
prophets of Baal who were against the Lord and did abominable things 
including human sacrifices. Liberal churches today find teachers who 
accept and teach justification of compromise, whether it be living together 
before marriage, accepting other faiths that are clearly against Christianity 
themselves and deny the deity of Jesus, or practices that are traditional 
rather than biblical. 
 
Now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, to you who do not hold to her 
teaching and have not learned Satan’s so-called deep secrets, ‘I will not 
impose any other burden on you, except to hold on to what you have until I 
come.’ 
It’s notable that Jesus does not tell the godly individual to come out of the 
church but rather to hold on to what they have until He comes. If someone 
is born into such a church, to leave may bring division in the family and 
cause more problems than it solves. To be a witness in the midst of 
opposition and difficulty, as for instance Ezekiel or Isaiah were called to do, 
is a great privilege and God will back us up as we seek Him daily. However 
if they can’t be part of that church without compromising their faith, then we 
can also say that Jesus does not prohibit leaving and with much prayer this 
may be the option he tells us to take. 
 
THE DARK AGES 
The prevalent interpretation of the church in Thyatira is that it represents 
the church in the dark ages. This period in European History, also referred 
to as the Middle Ages, refers to the time from about the 5

th
 to the 15

th
 

centuries, after the collapse of the Roman Empire until the time of the 
Reformation in the early 1500s, when Martin Luther and John Calvin 
uncovered the truths of the Bible such as salvation by faith and not by 
works and exposed the lies of indulgencies and other unbiblical practices.  
 
It’s astounding and deeply saddening to think that for a whole thousand 
years people were held in darkness by not being able to read what the 
Bible really taught. It was kept hidden by the spiritual blindness of the 
clerical class who taught church tradition rather than the truths of the 
scriptures. The common people had no access to it, and it was only 
translated from the Greek and Latin in the 14

th
 and 15

th
 centuries.  
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The Dark Ages are long past, but people around us are still kept in 
darkness until they hear and respond to the Good News of salvation in 

Jesus Christ. Jesus is the 
Light of the World and so are 
we as His ambassadors. His 
Word has the power to 
transform lives.  
 
….hold on to what you have 
until I come.’ 
The phrase “hold on to what 
you have until I come” is 

found in the letters to the last four churches, indicating that this type of 
church will still be in evidence when the Lord returns.  
 
To the one who is victorious and does my will to the end, I will give 
authority over the nations— that one ‘will rule them with an iron sceptre 
and will dash them to pieces like pottery’ —just as I have received authority 
from my Father. I will also give that one the morning star.  Victory is 
maturing until we don’t deviate from the will of God. Like the faithful 
steward who put to good use the talents he had, so the Lord has a reward 
for all who don’t compromise. We will have authority to win battles for the 
Lord. 
 
Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 
This phrase in all Jesus’ letters to the seven churches denotes that they 
are written for all of us in any age, not just for the time it was written.  
 
Conclusion: 
The harsh judgement of the church in Thyatira shows us clearly that it’s 
what is on the inside that counts, not what others see on the outside. May 
the Lord ever have mercy on us that our hearts are genuine and that we 
never live a hypercritical life. 
 
The next church: 
The fourth of the seven churches is Sardis and represents the reformation 
of the church after the dark ages. Messages and notes on all seven 
churches can be found on the audio section of our website. 
 
Songs: Consuming fire; create in me a clean heart 


